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In January of 2002 a group of people met in a home in the south end of Kokomo. They met to 
pray and seek God’s leading concerning their lives. As they prayed, God began to reveal to them 
His will concerning the start of a new church in Kokomo.  
 
God also was speaking to and calling Jeff Russell to start a new church in Kokomo that would 
specifically and passionately reach out to the lost and unchurched of our city and help them 
become believers and disciples of Jesus. His passion is to lead people to the Lord and make 
disciples for Jesus Christ, who will then give their lives to make more disciples and plant new 
churches. 
 
God brought Jeff, Donna and the group together and the nine of them started what has come 
to be known as the “New Beginnings Christian Fellowship” Church Family. 
 
Our first task together was to ask and answer four basic questions. These were: 
 

1. Why do we exist?—Our purpose 
2. What is important to us?—Our values 
3. What does God want to accomplish through us?—Our vision 
4. How do we accomplish what God has revealed to us?—Our strategy 

 
These are the parts that comprise our mission. It was our goal that we not only know our 
mission but be totally committed having personal and group ownership of the mission. This 
would give us a start to being a healthy, God honoring church that passionately seeks to 
accomplish His purpose. 

Why do we exist — Our Purpose 
 

Our church is called together to love God 
and to express our love by serving people 

in helping them believe in Jesus Christ, 
enter His church family, 

and together live out  our God-designed destiny. 
 

Our Motto: Loving God and those God loves! 
  

http://www.nbcf.us/


 

What is important to us — Our Values 
 

1. We highly value the Scriptures 
 
We believe the Bible is the fully inspired Word of God. We value the preaching and 
teaching of the whole counsel of God and believe in its transforming power as it is 
applied to our lives. The clear and accurate presentation of the “Good News” of Jesus 
Christ in our words, actions, and attitudes along with challenging and supporting people 
to follow Jesus Christ is our goal. 

II Timothy 3:15-17 
2. We highly value the Great Commission 

 
We believe God has called us to reach out to the lost world in culturally relevant ways, 
to build relationships with people and lead them to Jesus Christ and help them become 
fully mature disciples who then can reach out to make disciples. He has also called us to 
support Great Commission endeavors beyond the reach of our local church. 

Matthew 28:18-20  
3. We highly value Commitment 

 
We believe that full devotion to Jesus Christ, and His kingdom, is normal for those who 
believe in Him. God tells us our perfection will not be realized in this life, but He is still 
concerned the direction of our lives. Therefore, our goal is to live authentic God-
honoring lives, which are continually developing the character and priorities of Jesus 
Christ. God deserves our very best and doing our best honors Him and inspires others. 

II Corinthians 5:9-21, Romans 7:14-8:39 
4. We highly value People 

 
We believe that God created and values all people. They matter to Him, no matter their 
race, social standing, religion, or gender. He has called us to be ambassadors of His love 
to them and lead them to know Him, discover their value to Him, and His purpose for 
their lives. 

I Timothy 2:3-4, Ephesians 1:4-6 
5. We highly value the Worship and Praise of God. 

 
We believe God calls us to a lifestyle of worship and to worship Him as a church family. 
We will strive to have worship that is authentic, meaningful, and God honoring. Because 
we have a timeless message for a continually changing world, we will strive to bring this 
message through our lives and meetings in creative and innovative ways without 
diluting or deflecting the message. 

Romans 12:1-2, Psalm 100, I Corinthians 9:19-22 
6. We highly value Healthy Relationships 

 
We believe that loving relationships should be the benchmark of church life. God has 



 

called us to have loving, healthy, relationships with one another, and to sensitively and 
biblically reconcile damaged or broken relationships in the spirit of Christian love. 

John 13:34-45, I John 4:7-8, Matthew 5:23-24, 18:15-17 
7. We highly value the Family 

 
We believe God created the family to be built of a lifelong heterosexual, monogamous 
marriage commitment between a man and a woman. We recognize that we live in a 
world where families are broken apart and, like our Lord, we are committed to being 
redemptive in meeting people where they are at so we can help, heal, develop, and 
nurture all families to follow and honor Jesus Christ. 

8. We highly value Biblical Community 
 
We believe God desires His church to grow and as it grows larger, it must grow in 
smaller groups of people who minister to one another. Everyone may not know 
everyone, but everyone should know someone and be accountable to, minister to, and 
be ministered to by a smaller community within our church. 

Acts 2:42-47 
9. We highly value a well organized Lay Ministry 

 
We believe God has called and gifted every believer for ministry. Therefore, we will give 
the highest effort in working as a unified team, helping people discover their giftedness, 
training them to use their gifts, and providing ministry experiences, keeping focused on 
our purpose as a church. 

Ephesians 4:11-16 
10. We highly value Financial Stewardship 

 
We believe God’s work should be supported by His people. His plan is for us to tithe 
(1/10th of our income) to His work. Giving is one of the most tangible expressions of our 
faith and we encourage our members and regular attendees to give generously and 
sacrificially to the Lord through our church. We also are dedicated to being responsible 
in honoring God in the stewardship of these funds. 

II Corinthians 8:5, 9, 12, 21, 9:8, Malachi 3:8-11, Matthew 6:19-21 

What does God want to accomplish through us — Our Vision 
 

Because of all God has done for us, in forgiving our sins, giving us eternal life, and calling us 
together to a new beginning; we give our lives in following our Lord in the Great Adventure of 
reaching the lost with the "Good News" of Jesus Christ.  
 
By loving the people within our circle of influence into a relationship with Him, our lives will 
demonstrate God's love in such a way that the reality of the Gospel is impossible to ignore. 
 



 

By encouraging each other to become active participants in our church family, in the 
environment of inspiring worship, Bible centered learning and living, and mutual 
encouragement; we will grow in our faith and be transformed into the unified, unique people 
Jesus lives through. 
 
We will endeavor to discover and develop our spiritual giftedness and become equipped to 
honor God by passionately serving Him, in harmony, to edify His church and reach the lost. 
 
As we have followed Jesus in these things,  
 
We now expect the fruit of His faithfulness to result in the multiplying of disciples who make 
disciples, the raising up of Godly leaders, and the planting of new churches, for now and for 
future generations. 

How do we accomplish what God has revealed to us? — Our Strategy 
 

By using Acts 2: 41-47 as our model, we will gather together on the Lord’s Day for Celebrative 
worship and then meet in cell groups throughout the week to worship and pray, learn the Bible, 
care for one another, and reach out to others. Using this Celebration/Cell model is most 
appropriate for us. 
 
We will seek to reach out to our community with acts of kindness and love in ways that will 
open people’s hearts to hearing and responding to the gospel. 
 
Our Strategy is continuing to grow and expand as Pastor Jeff recovers from his recent battle 
with cancer. 
 
If you desire more information about our church family, please email Pastor Jeff at 
pastorjrr@yahoo.com. 
 

mailto:pastorjrr@yahoo.com
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